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 Dreamtime Tales: Art Project & glossary of Aboriginal words 
 
Please find below examples of modern Aboriginal art, which follow 
traditions which are closely linked to religious ceremonies or rituals dating 
back tens of thousands of years and based on totems and ‘The Dreaming’. 
 

Aboriginal art and The Dreaming are an important part of the world's 
oldest continuous cultural tradition. 
 
Dot paintings, like these illustrations on wood, could be painted on 
anything, including on rocks in caves.   The small dots of paint colours       schools attending our Dreamtime Tales concert 

like yellow (representing the sun), brown (the soil), red (desert sand)  
and white (the clouds and the sky) are traditional aboriginal colours.  
 
Schools are invited to create their own dot picture of their school, their playground, their garden or any other 
topic they choose.   
Please send your signed pictures to us, on A4 paper by post or by email.    We will display selected pictures at the 
concert entrance at our next Dreamtime Tales concert and will post the best ones on our Classical Road Show 
website, with a special mention of your school.     
concerts@classicalroadshow.org   or 21 Astell Street, London SW3 3RT 
 
Please note that at the bottom of these pictures, you will find a translation of the Aboriginal words which are found 
in the songs you will sing in our Dreamtime concerts.  You never know when they will come in useful! 

 
ABORIGINAL PAINTINGS ON WOOD 

 

1. TURTLE COOMACUMARN by Terry Johnstone 
Turtles were a major food source for the people of Worimi and are now often featured in their art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Totemism
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dreamtime
mailto:concerts@classicalroadshow.org


 

ABORIGINAL PAINTINGS ON WOOD continued 

 
2. CAMPSITE by Lesley Kelly 

This is a view from the air of a traditional Aboriginal Campsite.  The people are shown sitting around the 
main camp with the different tracks leading to various hunting grounds, waterholes and special places of the 
tribe. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. RAINBOW SERPENT “TOO-ROO-MEE-RY DOON-GIT GIVES LIFE  by Terry Johnstone 
The Rainbow Serpent is said to have created the rivers and landscapes which in turn have allowed the 
people, animals and vegetation to live, so the life cycle can carry on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
GLOSSARY – a translation of Aboriginal words which appear in our Dreamtime Tales concert piece 
 
TJUKURITA, JUKURRPA - Dreamtime, The Dreaming 

PUNDJEL, UNGUD, BAIAME, MANGELA - the Creator 

JARAPIRI - the Rainbow Snake 

WANAMBI - fierce, giant serpent; inhabits a waterhole 

WITITJ - wanambi at Mirarrmina waterhole 

RINY’TANGU - blood yam 

MIRRIWA - frill-necked lizard 

WAN’GURRA - bandicoot 

LALU - parrot fish 

MARAIAN - sacred knowledge 

KURANITA - spirit 

COOLAMON - shallow wooden dish 

CORROBOREE - tribal gathering, festival 

WATTLE, WARATAH - plants 

 



 


